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ST. MARTH-AS

MESSENGER

OBSERVATIONS FROM THE RECTOR

During the Ash Wednesday services, I offered
a three-stage suggestion for proceeding
through Lent. First, reflect on one or two of
your tendencies that have not enhanced your
relationship with others over the years,
especially ones central to your life. Second,
note how one of these tendencies is presently
negatively affecting your interactions with a
particular person. Third, start imaging what
might be some different behaviors or thought
patterns that you might experiment with. Will
you be always successful? Probably not, but if
you make some efforts, pat yourself on the
back for trying, realizing that God is more
pleased by your efforts than whether you were
successful. See the initial efforts as a
beginning, as baby steps, and then be open to
what you will next attempt, or try again. May
you find this Lenten season as a time of
personal growth, being aware that new
patterns with others will also come to be new
patterns in your relationship with God. The two
go hand in hand.

The many contributions towards Haitian relief
through ERD, Episcopal Relief and
Development, presently totally $1,865, are
being sent on to support the relief effort.
Thank you!

I will be away on vacation from March 3-14.
The Rev. Harry Collins will once again be our
officiant.

The Long Range Committee, chaired by Dick
Sprague, is presently considering options and
variations on our plans for the Lighthipe
property and building expansion. This is in case
the shaky economy undermines the purchase

of this land for the proposed Mariposa CCRC.
The Committee will be presenting their
thoughts to the vestry for its May meeting.

In the midst of all that we are about be
mindful of those who show up to worship with
us. Welcome them in the midst of distractions
and planning. Help them find seats, worship
folders and hymnals. Please hold our parish
mission statement regularly before you.
Continue to wonder how we may more fully
respond to the needs and concerns of our
congregation and those people who share this
world with us.

I pray that we may be open to God’s leading in
all our decision making and interactions during
this potentially fruitful year.

I welcome your suggestions as to opportunities
for spiritual growth, caring for one another and
needs we might reach out to in this part of
God's creation.

I continue to be open to a healthy sharing of
suggestions and views, and invite you to join
me on an exploration of where we sense God’s
Spirit to be leading us. I am regularly able to
communicate with many of you via e-mail,
individually and with group mailings,
bwickham@stmarthasbethany.org.

In Christ’s accepting and affirming Spirit,
Bill Wickham

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of St. Martha’s Episcopal Church is
to make God known, to welcome all of God'’s
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children, by assisting with the spiritual,
physical and emotional needs of our
parishioners, visitors and community through
worship, love, study and service.

LENTEN OFFERINGS

ECUMENICAL LENTEN WEDNESDAYS are a
yearly feature of our area sponsored by the
Southeast Sussex Ministerium. Each
Wednesday includes a soup and salad supper
beginning at 6:00 pm with a service following
at 7:00 pm. This years schedule includes:

February 24 St. George's UM, Clarksville

March 3 Ocean View Presbyterian
March 10 St. Ann’s Roman Catholic
March 17 Mariner’s Bethel UM

March 24 Bethany Beach Christian w/St.

Martha’s

Copies of “Forward Day By Day” from the
Episcopal Relief and Development are available
in the narthex for Lenten prayer and reflection.

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES

Our worship offerings from March 28 - April 4
are as follows. Please note the Easter
services.

Palm Sunday, March 28™

8:00 am Liturgy of Palms & Holy
Eucharist

10:00 am Liturgy of Palms & Holy
Eucharist

Maundy Thursday, April 1st
7:00 pm Footwashing, Eucharist,
Stripping of the Altar

Good Friday, April 2nd
12 noon Good Friday Liturgy

Stations of the Cross
Good Friday Liturgy

1:00 pm
7:00 pm

Easter, April 4th

8:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:30 am Choral Holy Eucharist with
bells
10:30 am Easter Egg Hunt
11:00 am Choral Holy Eucharist with
bells
VESTRY NOTES

The vestry met for their regular meeting on
February 15. Present at the meeting were
Ken Hooker, Assistant Treasurer and the
following vestry members: Patty Reichert,
John Robbert, Barbara Harris, Bob Davis,
Dianne Burlew, Joe Reardon, Paul Ross and
Jere Wise. After Opening Prayer by Barbara
Harris, some time was spent discussing the
following issues.

Reports:
RESOLVED - Secretary’s minutes submitted
and approved

RESOLVED - Treasurer’s report approved

Senior Warden —John reported that the Mardi
Gras Social was a small gathering; but, a good
time was had by all. It was suggested that in
the future maybe the start time could be an
hour or so later. The time change would not
interfere with daytime activities and would
move the event closer to a normal dinner time.

Junior Warden — Bob expressed concern
regarding some of our “preferred vendors”.
Should the vendor list be updated to include
local contractors? The state now requires
security system to have 3 individuals’ names
on our security list. Bob will contact church
members who reside near the church.
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Construction Finance — no change

Vestry Retreat — discussion ensued on how to
attract new and younger families based on
facility needs. Families have left St. Martha’s
to attend other churches that have offered
family/education programs. Also, how do we
expand our presence in the community?

John led a discussion regarding the
construction of an administration building on
the back parking lot. Long Range Planning is
working on a contingency plan if ACTS/PUMH
falls through. The committee meets on
February 22" and Vestry members are
welcome to attend. A message should be sent
to the Outreach Committee to increase its
efforts with community “P.R.”. Outreach is to
report back to Vestry with its ideas. Barbara
Harris will write an article for the Messenger to
establish an Education Committee. Children
who are currently attending Sunday School will
be encouraged to bring friends.

How prudent was it to dispense with "The
Messenger”? It has been cost effective and
available on the website; but, the general
feeling is that many members fail to read it.
Since our purpose is to get our programs and
pastoral concerns across to the parishioners,
John asked Paul to investigate the cost of
resuming the mailing.

NEW BUSINESS -

Endowment Committee Resolution — Vestry
was informed that this policy exists:
Endowment interest 5% (2.5% Inreach -
2.5% Outreach)

RESOLVED - checks approved by Vestry
1. All Souls Church - $1,500.00
2. Our Little Roses - $2,000.00
3. The Way Home - $1,500.00
These allocations represent 2 of the
annual installment

RESOLVED - Endowment Committee
withdrawal of $10,000:

$5,000.00 — Inreach
$5,000.00 — Outreach

RESOLVED - Vestry approved $1,700.00
request for CEEP registration fee. It should

be noted that approval was given following
much discussion regarding sources of

funding for the trip. Results of the voting was:
7 ayes 1 opposed

Barbara Harris reported that the children will
be selling handmade greeting cards again this
year. Also, the annual Easter Egg Hunt is
scheduled for Easter Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

The next meeting will be March 15, 2010

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s
Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Jere Wise

OUTREACH NEWS
- Dennis Rhodes

The meeting was called to order by Mary
Thormeyer with a brief prayer. Mary
Thormeyer, Martha Fields, Mary Davis, Frank
Bell, Bill and Joyce Wickham, Jere and Pauline
Wise and Dennis Rhodes were present. A
guest speaker, Tom McCormick, made a Power
Point presentation as the first order of
business. He explained the background of his
work to rehabilitate sub-standard homes in our
area. Working through the Resource
Conservation and Development Council
(RC&D), he and his group of workers, drawn
from St. Martha’s and other organizations,
participated in a workshop at Camp Arrowhead
last summer: August 9-13. They worked to
hone their carpentry skills with Camp as a base
for going out to make home repairs. The
Outreach Committee has supported Tom's
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efforts by funding his and Harry Burlew’s
attendance at a conference. Tom'’s
presentation will be used to recruit others to
work on this continuing project.

The Outreach coffee hour was postponed to
March 21%, Its original date was cancelled due
to the blizzard of 2010. Joyce Wickham will be
in charge. The continuing crisis in Haiti was
discussed. Episcopal Relief has undertaken
relief efforts and welcomes contributions to
this effort. A report of their activities will be
posted on the bulletin board.

Bill Wickham presented an up-dated budget
statement. He suggested appropriations

of 2 the budgeted amounts be made now, the
rest in June to The Way Home, $1,500; All
Souls Church in New Orleans, $1,500; and Our
Little Roses, $2,000. A motion was approved.

The next order of business was the adoption
of a “Rotating Membership on the Outreach
Committee” policy. This practice was begun
last fall and will continue as a policy this year.
A motion was made and seconded that
membership on the Outreach Committee will
be for a three-year term. Members will rotate
off the Committee by longevity. New members
will be installed at the June meeting. The
Committee decided to ratify this procedure at
the March meeting.

The last item of business was a report made by
the Food for Thought sub-committee. Martha
Fields and Dennis Rhodes met to research the
current status of the Food for Thought
program. Discussion followed the
presentation. Any changes or enlargement of
this program will discussed and acted upon at
the March 9" meeting.

CAREPARTNERS

Carepartners is the name for a gathering of
people from St. Martha’s and the local area
who have ongoing care concern and
responsibility. This might involve a parent, a
spouse, a child or someone else who has
continuing health issues. Bill Wickham has
convened this group at 1:00 pm on the 1% &
3" Wednesdays of the month. Next meeting
will be March 3. If you have questions please
call Bill at 539-7444.

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS

As our congregation grows we are helped by
having volunteers Lorraine Carr, Martha Fields,
and Mary Wauslich assist with weekly projects.
Additionally, Harry and Ruth Adams, Archie &
Ruth Ellis, and Joyce & Noel Tuck help with
folding, labeling and putting stamps on
newsletters, Christmas letters, and stewardship
mailings.

If you might help, please contact either Lynne
Watson or Bill Wickham, 539-7444. All
volunteers are periodically away and
substitutes are very important as well.

INQUIRERS and TRANSFERS

How does one become a member of St.
Martha’s Church?

This is a commonly asked question. Options
are:

1- Request a transfer from the
congregation where you are
presently a member. Lynne Watson,
our parish secretary, can request
these from Episcopal Churches or
you may contact the church on your
own.

2- Be presented to the Bishop upon his
visitation in October for
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confirmation, or for Reception if
previously with the Roman Catholic
Church. Speak to the rector about
your desire or questions.

3- Write out your full name, place and
date of birth, and place and date of
baptism and give this to the rector or
parish secretary for entry into the
parish register.

BIRTHDAYS —MARCH, 2010

MARCH 1 GEORGE WATSON
3 BuUD PALMER
7 Elizabeth Reichert
11 Diann Nazarian
12 Ed Berling & Gregory Pfister
13 Martha Gallaghar
15 Edith Adkins
16 Pam Wenninger, John Robbert, &
Buck Smith
17 Rebecca Brewer & Dick Sprague
20 Claude Tew
21 Jane Battles
22 Jim Moore
24 Michelle Parsons
27 Randy Miller & Ken Hooker
29 Don Boebel
30 Cathy Smith

Lot

ANNIVERSARY

MARCH 15™  KEN & FRAN MARTA

EASTER SERVICE

H It is a growing tradition in many
churches for parishioners to bring hand-
held bells to church on Easter Sunday

2l and ring them during festive hymns at
the beginning and the end of the service to
accompany the singing of each “Alleluia”. We
did it last year and it was so well received we
will be repeating it again this year. So dust off
your bells and make a joyful noise on Easter
Sunday.

S0\%

)

DEACONS in the DIOCESE of
DELAWARE - Part Two

By Deacon Tom McCormick
WHAT IS A DIACONAL CONGREGATION?

A diaconal congregation is one where the
congregation has sought out and raised up a
deacon who will identify opportunities for
service in the community and lead members of
the congregation to serve others. The
intention of this program in the Diocese of
Delaware is to foster and encourage diaconal
congregations to continue the ministry of
Christ in the world.

WHAT TRAINING IS REQUIRED TO
BECOME A DEACON?

Anyone seeking ordination as a permanent
deacon must first enter a period of
discernment with the Rector and congregation,
designated person(s), and a diocesan
discernment program. Training is diversified
and tailored to each person’s experience and
/or previous training. Competency areas
required are: (1) Practical Training &
Experience, (2) Theory & Practice of Diaconal
Ministry, (3) Human Awareness &
Understanding, (4) Ethics & Moral Theology,
(5) Spiritual Development & Discipline, (6)
Liturgy, (7) Scripture, (8)Church History, and
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(9) Theology including the BCP. Competency
examinations are given at the end of study and
prior to ordination.

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

As we become more active as a congregation
meeting space needs to be reserved in
advance. Please call the church office,
539-7444, ask to speak to Lynne Watson, to
request times and dates for meetings or for
your activity. We are glad to have our space
used but want to insure that we do not double
book desired areas.

The large calendar at the top of the
bulletin board next to Lynne’s desk list
the monthly activities already scheduled.
Please check this calendar for available dates &
times before scheduling an activity or meeting
with your group.

AN INVITATION

The Chancel Choir began rehearsals again in
February. I would invite anyone that

would like to join us for Lent and Easter to
come to our rehearsals which are regularly
scheduled for Wednesday evening at 7:00pm.
They are usually an hour in length and we
would welcome any additions, especially
sopranos and altos.

Hope to see you there.
Kathleen B. Rhodes
Parish Musician

PICTORIAL AND NEWS HISTORY

Audrey Samworth has volunteered to resume
collecting photographs, newsletters and
clippings for insertion into the scrapbooks in
the bookcase in the rear of the church. Anyone
having any photographs of activities at St.
Martha’s please place them in the designated
album for 2010 or you may pass them on to
Audrey.

GROUPS AND MEETINGS

AA Mondays 8:00 am

Tuesdays 8:00 am

Wednesdays  8:00 am

Wednesdays 12:00 pm

Thursdays 8:00 am

Fridays 8:00 am

Saturdays 8:00 am
Adult Choir Wednesdays 7:00 pm
Bariatric Surgery Gp 3™ Thursdays 7:00 pm
Bell Choir Thursdays 7:30 pm
Endowment April 14 4:30 pm
GA Mondays 7:00 pm
Long Range Planning TBA 7:00 pm
NA Sundays 7:30 pm
Over Eaters Fridays 7:00 pm
Outreach 2" Tuesdays 1:00 pm
Pastoral Care TBA 9:00 am
Prison Bible Study 3" Thursdays 5:00 pm
Vestry 3" Mondays  7:00 pm
Worship TBA 4:00 pm




